Study Guide: Othello - Worth 40 points  
Write on a separate piece of paper.  Due on the day of the test.  Expect quizzes from here on out. 
Setting: Time and Place
		What city provides the setting of act 1? 
	 What island provides the setting of acts 2-5?  
	How do these settings sharply contrast with each other? 

 Dramatic Intensity and Dramatic Irony
In the theatre, this play is believed to have greater dramatic intensity or emotional effect on the audience than do most of Shakespeare’s other tragedies.  According to theatre lore, audience members have been known to stand up and shout at Othello, “She didn’t do it!”   Part of the reason for the play’s effect is that it focuses on the breakdown of a single marriage rather than the collapse of an entire society.
	The play constantly uses dramatic irony.  
	What creates most of the dramatic irony?  
	How does the dramatic irony contribute to the play’s dramatic intensity?    

Relationship between Othello and Desdemona
	How are Othello and Desdemona different in each of the following ways?

	a.	Race
	b.	Place of origin
	c.	Upbringing (the kind of life each apparently had while growing up)
	d.	Age
	e.	Temperament
	As the plot of the play unfolds, how do these differences work against their relationship?

According to Othello’s and Desdemona’s explanations (both in 1.3), what is the basis of their attraction and relationship?  Is this a sound basis for a relationship?  Why or why not?
In an interesting transference, Othello identifies Desdemona with his career.
	a.	Where in the play does he call her his “warrior”? 
	b.	In the so-called second temptation scene, when Othello believes that Desdemona has been unfaithful to him, what does he say that shows he associates her with his career (3.3)?
 
The Character of Iago
	Over the course of the play, in his conversations with Roderigo and in his soliloquies, Iago identifies several different reasons for his villainy against Othello (and to a lesser extent, against Desdemona and Cassio).  What specific lines reveal each of the following motivations?

	a.	Othello has chosen Cassio rather than Iago to be his lieutenant.
	b.	Othello may have slept with Iago’s wife, Emilia.
	c.	Cassio may have slept with Iago’s wife, Emilia.
	d.	Iago lusts for Desdemona.
	e.	Iago hates the “daily beauty” in Cassio’s life because it makes him look bad.
	How convincing do you find each of the above motivations?

 
	In some ways Iago is like a Vice character from medieval morality plays because he does not have a guilty conscience but delights in evil for its own sake.  Often the audience laughs at the wit and humor of a Vice character.  

	In what particular instances does Iago seem proud of his evil schemes?

In what instances does he or could he elicit laughter from the audience?
	Iago has also been classified as a Satan figure because his villainy seems to be directed against others in whom he sees good. 

	a.	In what sense are the victims of Iago’s villainy—Othello, Desmonda, and Cassio—basically good characters?  
	b.	When Othello recognizes the truth about Iago, how does he compare Iago to the devil (5.2)?
	c.	Do you find any other support for the idea that Iago is a Satan figure?

	Othello and Iago can be seen as representing two inseparable elements of human nature.

	a.	What evidence suggests that Othello represents the good, emotional, romantic aspirations for which humans strive?
	b.	What evidence suggests that Iago represents the evil, rational (in the sense of using reasoning), cynical tendency to destroy our own aspirations from within?   
 

Iago’s Temptation of Othello
Within act 3, scene 3, two separate “temptation scenes” can be identified:
	•	First temptation scene: 3.3.
	•	Second temptation scene: 3.3.
In these temptation scenes (and elsewhere in the play, if applicable), where (give line numbers) and how does Iago skillfully use each of the following techniques to trick Othello into believing that Desdemona has been unfaithful to him?
	a.	Playing on Othello’s own subconscious fears about his marriage to Desdemona
	b.	Using the power of suggestion to drop hints of suspicion rather than openly stating his lies
	c.	Holding back and pretending he doesn’t want to say what he thinks
	d.	Repeating suggestive images that torment Othello’s mind
	e.	Relying on his reputation for honesty but telling outright lies
	f.	Using reverse psychology by telling Othello not to be jealous
	g.	Winning Othello’s confidence in his superior knowledge and experience (3.3)
	What other techniques does Iago use to deceive Othello?

What lines of Iago and Othello show that Othello has been so greatly influenced by Iago that he mimics Iago’s language?   
In these temptation scenes (and elsewhere in the play, if applicable), where (line numbers) and how does Othello reveal each of the following aspects of his background, character, and experience that make him especially vulnerable to Iago’s trickery?
	a.	Othello has no experience with women and domestic life.
	b.	Othello has good first instincts (as shown by his choosing Cassio over Iago as his lieutenant and his initially not believing Desdemona could be unfaithful) but can’t stand to remain in uncertainty for any length of time.
	c.	Othello is insecure about being so different from Desdemona.
	d.	Othello attaches great importance to the handkerchief given him by his mother.
	What other aspects of Othello’s background and experience make him particularly vulnerable to Iago’s deceptions?

 
The Character of Othello
Othello’s last speech is very important to the interpretation of Othello’s character. 
	Do you agree with Othello’s assertion that he loved Desdemona “too well”?  Why/Why not?
	Do you agree with Othello’s assertion that he is not usually jealous?  Earlier in the play, what does Desdemona tell Emilia about Othello’s jealousy?

What situation previously occurred when Othello was in Aleppo?  How does this situation relate to what Othello is doing now?

Othello as an Aristotelian Tragedy
Support your answers to each of the following questions with explanations and evidence from the play.
 Character of the tragic hero
	Is Othello noble in birth and social status?

Is Othello noble in character?
Does Othello have a hamartia or imperfection that causes his fall from happiness to misery?
	a.	Does Othello make any mistakes or errors in judgment that cause his fall?
	b.	Does Othello commit a criminal act that causes his fall?
	c.	Does Othello have a moral weakness that causes his fall?
	d.	Does Othello possess any otherwise good character traits that work against him, causing his fall?
	Does Othello suffer more than he deserves?

 
Plot of the tragedy
Are the events of the plot linked in a believable chain of cause and effect?  Support your answer.
Is there a moment in the plot when the tragic hero experiences a final reversal?  When?
Is there a moment in the plot when the tragic hero experiences recognition?  When?
Does the end of the play reveal a scene of suffering?  What does it include?
 
Famous Lines
Find each of the following famous lines in the play; identify the speaker, listener, and situation; and explain what the passage means.
	 “[Y]ou . . . will not serve God, if the devil bid you.”

“Reputation, reputation, reputation! O, I have lost my reputation!  I have lost the immortal part of myself, and what remains is bestial.”
“Good name in man and woman, dear my lord, / Is the immediate jewel of their souls” (and following lines)
“O, beware, my lord, of jealousy! / It is the green-ey’d monster which doth mock / The meat it feeds on.”
“Willow, willow, willow”
“Then must you speak / Of one that lov’d not wisely but too well.”
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