
Modern Witch Hunts/Hysteria Research Project --- Due Monday 10/24 
The most powerful literature is timeless; the events and ideas presented in it are applicable in many 
time periods. Sometimes timeless literature demonstrates the positive aspects of humanity; other 
times it highlights some of the recurring negative aspects of society and human nature. The Crucible 
was written in the 1950s when Arthur Miller saw frightening parallels between the McCarthy trials and 
the Salem Witch Trials of nearly 300 years earlier. Sadly, these two events were not the only witch-
hunts in American history. For this project, you will investigate another witch-hunt in American history. 
 

The task: 
Research an event from modern American society that is connected to one or two of the themes 
presented by Arthur Miller in The Crucible. This does not mean that your topic needs to involve life or 
death situations; however, it needs to revolve around a central event and not just an issue. Find an 
event when people acted irrationally, crazy, rioted, etc. This event is usually an outgrowth of some 
larger underlying issue. For example, racism is not an event; it is an issue. The Rodney King riot in 
L.A. is an event inflamed from the issue of racism. You will need to discover why the people act 
irrationally? What are the reasons behind the event? What “set-off” the event; what triggered it? 

The product: 
You will create a Google Slide, Prezi, or Poster Board that describes the event and explains how it 
connects to some of the themes of the play (The Danger of Ideology, Hysteria, Reputation vs. 
Integrity, and Puritanism (society) vs. Individual). 
 
You will need to provide the following information: 

✵ Introduce your project with an eye-catching title slide that includes your names and a catchy title 

(“The Salem Witch Trials” in not a catchy title.), name the event and the issue that it illustrates, such 
as LA Riots is the event, the issue is illustrates is the fear of being powerless and used by another 
race. 

✵ Identify and describe the event including… 

❖ The underlying fear behind the event and witch-hunt/hysteria 

❖ Scapegoats of the event and how the underlying fear caused the naming of these 

scapegoats; in other words, why were these particular people singled out 

❖ Connection to the theme(s), events and/or characters in The Crucible 

❖ An analysis of the immediate consequences of the event (direct effects). What happened 

and why as a direct result of the event. In The Crucible, innocent people were hanged for being 
witches and/ or defying the court. 

❖ An analysis of the far-reaching effects of the event (long-term effects). What happened and 

why. In The Crucible, the theocracy of Puritan New England collapsed in part because the theocracy 
needed a dependent, submissive following which was no longer necessary. 

 Logical fallacies used during this event. 
 Works Cited page citing your sources you used 

 
 
Event & Issue: 
(example: Japanese Internment & Racial Profiling) 

Background of times (why this event at this time, in this place) 
Underlying Fear Trigger Event (what set off the hysteria? Explain how the “world” went crazy.) 
Scapegoats (who got the blame? Why did these people get the blame?) 
Who did the blaming? 
Immediate/ Direct Effect 
Long Term Effect 
Connection to The Crucible on a thematic level not just plot similarities 


