	Develop a topic based on what has already been said and written  
					BUT   
					Write something new and original
Rely on experts' and authorities' opinions

					BUT    
				Improve upon and/or disagree with those same opinions
Give credit to previous researchers
					BUT  
					Make your own signficant contribution
Improve your English to fit into a discourse community by building upon what you hear and read
					BUT  
					Use your own words and your own voice

Many students do not seem to realize that whenever they cite a source, they are strengthening their writing. Citing a source, whether paraphrased or quoted, reveals that they have performed research work and synthesized the findings into their own argument. Using sources shows that the student in engaged in "the great conversation," the world of ideas, and that the student is aware of other thinkers' positions on the topic. By quoting (and citing) writers who support the student's position, the student adds strength to the position. By responding reasonably to those who oppose the position, the student shows that there are valid counter arguments. In a nutshell, citing helps make the essay stronger and sounder and will probably result in a better grade.
Appropriate quoting and citing also evidences the student's respect for the creators of ideas and arguments--honoring thinkers and their intellectual property.  Most college graduates will become knowledge workers themselves, earning at least part of their living creating information products.  They therefore have an interest in maintaining a respect for intellectual property and the proper attribution of ideas and words.
A research paper is not an opportunity to take all your note cards and, in essence, tape them to the paper one after another until you’ve used them all.
Have a vision of what you want to say in a paper, a paragraph, a sentence, and always see if you have the words to say it yourself, before resorting to the author’s own words.
Cite where ever appropriate; quote when necessary.
Well-placed quotes give your ideas greater resonance: too many quotes, whether they are well placed or not, tend to give your paper away: it’s no longer yours.
You should strive to take control of the ideas in the paper and make them your own, and use outside support as a way of having the recognized authorities on the topic say, “You know, this student is absolutely right.”

Questions to help your commentary:
	Why is this word or phrase important?

Why did the author use this word or phrase?
What is the point?
So what? Why is this information important?
	Why did this quote catch your attention?


