
AP Close Reading Analysis for Of Mice and Men Chapters 1 and 2 
Focus on Voice, Characterization, and Purpose 
 
Chapter 1: 
New Vocabulary:  Idioms, Dialect, and Colloquialism 
 

Idiom:  a phrase whose meaning cannot be determined by the literal definition of the phrase itself, 
but refers instead to a figurative meaning that is known only through common use. “A bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush”;  “Don’t beat around the bush” “I bit off more than I can 
chew” “You be trippin’”  “You’re a beast at video games!” 
 
Colloquialism:  a word that is only used in a certain region of the country, or a slang word that is 
particular to a time period in history. Ya’ll! (south) You guys (north)  Ain’t that a fact! Fixing to 
go to the store…(south) I want some Pop (north)“Groovy man!”(1960’s)  “That’s so 
Rad”(1990’s)   
 

     Dialect:  When the word is spelled just like the character speaks the word. “ Ever’one likes to pet 
soft thangs.” 
 
 
Read in Chapter 1 the passage that begins “That ranch we’re goin’ to is right down there…” to the 
end of the paragraph beginning with “The flame of the sunset lifted from the mountaintops…” to 
answer the following questions: 
 

1. The first paragraph beginning with “That ranch…”  The word “jus” would be defined as a : 
a. idiom             b.  colloquialism          c. dialect                
 
2.  Steinbeck creates Lennie’s voice in this section  through the use of: 

 
I. Dialect 
II. Idioms 
III. Repetition 
IV. Use of ellipsis 

 
a.  I and III               b.  I, II, and III         c.  I, II, and IV             d.  I, III, and IV 
 

3. Which of the following lines contains word(s) from George would be defined as idiom(s): 
 

a. “An’ you ain’t gonna do no bad things like you done in Weed…” 
b. “I could get along so easy and so nice if I didn’t have you on my tail.” 
c. “Awright.  You got that.” 

 
4. The paragraph beginning “The day was going fast now.”  contains all of the following 

literary/rhetorical elements EXCEPT for: 
a. sensory imagery           b.  simile           c.  anaphora     d. use of action verbs 

 
 
5.  The passage beginning with “The hell with the rabbits…” and ending with “You gonna get that 
wood?” is interrupted with a descriptive passage :“The flame of the sunset..” The descriptive 
paragraph creates all of the following affects EXCEPT for: 
 

a. juxtaposition     b.  conflict        c. shift in tone    d.  sensory imagery 



 
 
Use all of Chapter 1 to draw information for the following analysis: 
I. Rhetorical Analysis paragraph:  Steinbeck characterizes Lennie with descriptive language that 
creates an image of an animal.  In a paragraph analysis, define Steinbeck’s purpose for his 
characterization of Lennie and analyze what literary/rhetorical elements he uses to achieve his overall 
purpose. 
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Use the passage from Chapter 2 which begins with “Lennie stared at the doorway” and ends “go 
around with a guy you know” to answer the following questions: 
 

1. In George’s statement, “…I never seen no piece of jail bait worse than her…”  he is  using: 
a. an idiom      b.  colloquialism     c. dialect 
 
2. In George’s statement in the paragraph beginning,”We gotta keep it till we get a stake.” The word 
stake is best understood to mean: 
a. amount of money           b.  wooden peg          c.  piece of meat    d. interest in activity 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Use the passage from Chapter 2 beginning with “A tall man stood in the doorway…” to write the 
following analysis: 
I. Rhetorical Analysis paragraph:  Steinbeck introduces Slim with this descriptive passage. How 
does Steinbeck characterize Slim, and in what way does he use rhetorical/literary strategy to achieve 
his overall purpose? 
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