A Contribution to Statistics 
by Wislawa Szymborska 
Out of a hundred people 
those who always know better 
--fifty-two 
doubting every step 
--nearly all the rest, 
glad to lend a hand 
if it doesn’t take too long 
--as high as forty-nine, 
always good 
because they can’t be otherwise 
--four, well maybe five, 
able to admire without envy 
--eighteen, 
suffering illusions 
induced by fleeting youth 
--sixty, give or take a few, 
not to be taken lightly 
--forty and four, 
living in constant fear 
of someone or something 
--seventy-seven, 
capable of happiness 
--twenty-something tops, 
harmless singly, savage in crowds 
--half at least, 
cruel 
when forced by circumstances 
--better not to know 
even ballpark figures, 
wise after the fact 
--just a couple more 
than wise before it, 
taking only things from life 
--thirty 
(I wish I were wrong), 
hunched in pain, 
no flashlight in the dark 
--eighty-three 
sooner or later, 
righteous 
--thirty-five, which is a lot, 
righteous 
and understanding 
--three, 
worthy of compassion 
--ninety-nine, 
mortal 
--a hundred out of a hundred. 
thus far this figure still remains unchanged.
Which categories are straightforward and which need more explanation?  Work with a partner to interpret the more confusing lines.

	Choose at least 3 of the types of people discussed in the poem and adjust the percentages according to your own life experiences (think BTW).  Then choose 3 more categories of people and apply percentages. For example, people who wear uniform at BTW-3% or people who cheat on tests 45%.


	Many of the categories proposed by the speaker seem open to interpretation.  Furthermore, it seems that each of us came up with different percentages than the speaker.  How reliable do you think her classifications are?  If they are unreliable and unverifiable, what point does the author make by classifying people in this way?


	To what extent does the poem offer us an opportunity to reflect on ourselves?  How does that enhance the overall meaning of the poem?


	What statistics does she comment on?  What is the effect of those comments?


	How might these statistics fit into an understanding of how something like the Holocaust happened?



